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ABSTRACT

1. ($/D) This report discusses the People’s Liberation Army (PLA's) main ground force units in the
Guangzhou Military Region (GMR) in China. The functions and locations of these units were identified
primarily from satellite imagery.

2. (U) This report updates a previous NPIC report, dated July 1978 and includes five
location maps, three annotated photographs, and five tables listing the main force units by unit subordina-
tion.

INTRODUCTION

3. (S/D) Subordinate to the GMR Headquarters (Figures 1 and 2 and Table 1) are three confirmed
and one probable armies (Figures 3 through 6 and Tables 2 through 5) and 17 independent units (Figure 2
and Table 1). The independent units include an artillery division, an antiaircraft artillery (AAA) division
headquarters, a signal regiment, at least three probable infantry divisions, an engineer regiment, a ponton
bridge regiment, seven motor transport regiments, a probable airborne/reconnaissance unit, and a proba-
ble military region training unit.

4. (U) The numbered unit designators used in this report were primarily acquired from referenced
document 1. This report updates a previous NPIC report,?

PLA GROUND FORCES, GUANGZHOU
MILITARY REGION, CHINA (S)

China/Vietnam Border Activity

5. (8/D) The Chinese incursion into Vietnam during early 1979 has been discussed in detail in
various publications and, therefore, will not be discussed in this report. However, in the tables in this

~. o
7 8eou  BENING
e ®

Shuangchengzi ~

Wuzhai

* Lanzhou e §
< w Zhengzhou

- N’ A ~
CHINA i
N LA
.Lhasa Chengdu R

STy (72 )
<. )( ST 7

o
{ \x,;r\\"\.n\\_u

P ‘g ,"‘/,.r"qxg Ty

U R, L=

N OF PLA GROUND FORCES, GUANGZHOU MILITARY REGION, CHINA

-1

report on the 41st, 42d, and 55th armies, an entry has been made indicating those units which were out of
garrison during the Chinese incursion. Since the Chinese withdrawal from Vietnam, at least three indepen-
dent, probable infantry divisions have been observed near the China/Vietnam border in the GMR. These
divisions are in the Chongzuo/Ningming, Qinzhou/Fangcheng, and Jingxi/Nanpo areas.

Probable Army on Hainan Island

6. (S/D) Major elements of a probable army have been identified on Hainan Island since 1975
(Figure 6 and Table 5). A possible headquarters, army-level artillery, AAA, and tank regiments, and two
infantry divisions have been identified. Also, in the Yulin area, a barracks has recently been upgraded to
house an infantry division-level artillery regiment. During 1978, 12 vehicle/equipment storage buildings
and a miniature artillery firing range were constructed. This is the only evidence identified so far of a third
division on Hainan Island.

Armor

7. (S/D) Two new tank regiments have been identified in the GMR since July 1978. One is near
Zhangji in the 55th Army area (Figure 7) and the other is on Hainan Island. At Zhangji, up to 93 tanks
have been observed. Construction of seven of nine probable tank storage buildings has been completed.
The tank regiment on Hainan Island was garrisoned at two barracks—the first barracks is capable of
housing one tank battalion, and the second barracks is capable of housing two tank battalions. One
confirmed and 27 probable tanks were observed in the first barracks on‘ ‘only up to six
tanks have been observed at the second. Generally, only a total of three to five tanks are observed at these
two barracks.

Artillery

8. (S/D) Artillery units were observed with the three independent probable infantry divisions that
have appeared near the China/Vietnam border. In the Qinzhou/Fangcheng division area, elements of an
artillery regiment were observed, and a barracks was under construction to house at least a battalion-sized
artillery unit (Figure 8). In the Chongzuo/Ningming division area, major elements of an artillery regiment
were observed (Figures 9 and 10). Facilities observed under construction nearby may possibly be intended
for this regiment. Elements of an artillery battalion were observed in the Jingxi/Nanpo division area;
however, no construction has been observed that can be associated with this unit

Antiaircraft Artillery

9. (S/D) The annual AAA exercise was held at Beipo during the last quarter of 1979, It was the
largest exercise observed here to date. At least 76 AAA batteries, containing 568 AA guns supported by
over 900 trucks and 1,000 tents, were observed on imagery of The number of guns observed
suggests that units other than main force units were involved. In fact, most of the GMR AAA units were
out of garrison during the timeframe of the exercise. However, the AAA regiment subordinate to the 41st
Army remained in garrison during the period of the exercise.
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Table 1.

Guangzhou Military Region, Headquarters and Independent Units

(Items keyed to Figure 2)
This table in its entirety i classifed TOP SECRET RUFH
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Geographic Function Geographic Function
Item  Unit Name Coordinates  BE No (Photo Remarks Item  Unit Name Coordinates ~ BE No (Photo Remarks
Assessed) Assessed)
| GMRHg Guangzhos Motorized Rifle &  23.07-06N | Prob  Collocated with air defense sector 19 Elements arty Ningming Military Camps 22:1200N Conf  AnFA bn & a towed MRL bn have
ADEF Sector Ha/P 113-18-00E q; poss relocates 10 underground regt North/P 107-11-00E been observed here since Oct 79
command post during period of 20 Indinf div Qinzhou/Fangcheng Area Prob  Prob AAA bn observed
national emergency !
in Fangeheng area; inf regts appear
2 ProbUG Guangzhos Rad/Sta/Bak/Hd/P  23-11-42N Poss  Consists of 26 conf & 12 poss hardened 0 be deployed in the Dongphong &
command post 113-20-13E antennas & several personnel Dongiang arcas
‘ & veh adits 21 Elements arly Qinzhou Army Barracks 21-59-40N Conf  Several multibay veh/equip stor bldgs
3 PossALTUG Guanyinstan Radcom 27.22-59N Poss  Consists of 14 conf & 11 prob regt 108-36-23E ‘ have been constructed; up 1o 15 FA
command post Sta/BnkHd/W 112:24-31E hardencd antennas & pieces have been obscrved
several personnel & veh adits 22 Indinf div Jingxi/Nan-po Arca Prob 4 AAA batterics have been observed
4 Sth signal regt Guangzhoa Army Barracks 23.00-10N Prob  Prob used as housing for those at Jingxi: at least $ military camps
AL-10/P 113-18-55E troops who may work at Guangzhou have been observed along the border;
Rad/Sta/Bak/Hd facs in & around Jingxi cxist (o
s Istarty div Shaoguan Army Barracks 24.42.25N Conf  Prob only Hq & MRL regt house at least 1 inf regt
& Arty Div Hq AL-1/P 113-36-18E remain at this fac although elems 23 Elements arty Nan-po Military Camp 4 23-03-00N ‘ Prob Fac consists of several tents in a
of FA regt observed here between| | bn 105-55-0SE small village; up to 7 FA pieces
—— & 6 trucks have been observed
6 Elements arty Wengeheng Army Barracks 24-18-50N Conf  Oc prior to 1976 by 126th Inf Div 24 19th engr regt Unlocated ‘
W - -42-!
fegt SWAL2/P 13-42-55E 25 Elements 22d ponton  Boluo Army Barracks/P 23-05-00N Poss  No equipment has been observed
7 Elements arty Xinjiang Army Barracks 2428-50N Conf  Oce prior to 1976 by 126th Inf Div bridge regt 114-10-20E here since Dec 77
Tegt AL3/P 113-50-38E 26 Unid ponton bridge  Changsha Air Base AL-6/P 28-14-30N Conf  This fac is being expanded along its
8 Elements arty Xinjiang Army Barracks 23LIsN | Poss  Arty has not been observed here regt 113:02-158 NE edge; at least 200
regt NW AL-2/P 113-40-48E since Jul 76 & the activity ponton sects have becn observed
level has consistently been here
| very low 27 39th motor trans-  Guilin Area Poss collocated with 1215t Ind Div
9 Elements arty Xinjiang Army Barracks 2.30-52N Conf  Occ prior to 1976 by 126th Inf Div port regt (Unlocated) at Guilin Inf Div Hq & Army
regt & Inf Div Hq AL-1/W 113-49-30E Biks AL-1
10 Elements arty Wengeheng Army Barracks 242339N Prob  Arty has not been observed here 28 4lstmotor trans-  Pingxiang Army Barracks & 2205-22N Conf
regt NE AL-/P 113-50-49E since Dec 75; however, FA stor bldgs port Regt Storage AL+1/P 106-44-34E
e D o
a miniature firing range are present 29 Elements 4lst Pingaiang Army Bs and 22.07-10N Conf
11 209th RL regt Shaoguan Army Barracks 242N | Prob 4 MRL were observed during Oct 79; motor transport regt  Stor AL 2/P 106-45-25E
& Arty Div Hq ALl 113-36-18E they appeared to be engaged in crew 30 42dmotor trans-  Tzu-chi-shih Army Barracks 26:21-30N Conf At least a bn at this fac: 42d &
training; the MRL have not becn rt regt AL-/W 11-1045E 46th numbers may be interchanged
observed on a regular basis here port reg! A/ Y 2
12 70thAAAdivhg  Chejiang Army Barracks 26:45-20N Conf  This div apparently participated in 3 dh motorrans- - Chuntewyng A e Conf
& AAA Div Hg AL-2 112:35-54E this year's AAA exercise at Beibo; port reg rracks AL-1/
the div prob returned to 32 Elements 46th motor  Chenjiang Army Barracks 23.01-39N Conf
gastison by however, \ransport regt & Supply Depot AL-1/P 114-20-27E
of the cqui
most of the equipment was 33 a7th motor trans-  Xiuying Army Barracks AL-1/P 19-59-20N Prob
not observed until
port regt 110-18-30E
13 AAA ‘hejia k 44
6330 AAA regt C]\’,jf?"g Army Barracks ﬁ,J;ZT‘E Conl 34 Unidmotor trans-  Guangzhou Army Barracks 23.05-19N Conf
- port regt SW/P 113-10-23E ‘
14 Els 26-44-5IN .
:K’i"“i Gtm C:f_lf’;"g Army Barracks I?,‘f;f.;,E Conf 35 Unid motor trans-  Chongzuo Army Barracks & 22:21-30N Prob
8 b port unit Storage Depot AL-1/P 107-19-20E
15U A ang A k 26.45- .
A e v Eﬂ?i«?}“ﬁfﬁ Tt cort 36 Unid reconnais-  Guangzhou Army Barracks 23.09-10N Prob
sance/airborne AL-12/P 113-18-55E
16 635th AAA regt Chejiang Army Barracks 26-44-13N Conf unit
AL-3/P -37-04E
L3/ " 37 Elements unid Lung-kuei-shih Army Barracks ~ 23-16-36N Prob
17 636th AAA regt Chejiang Army Barracks 26-45-1IN Conf reconnaissance/ AL-1/W 113-20-22E ‘
AL-4/P 112-36-42E airborne unit
18 Indinfdiv Chongzuo/Ningming Area Prob 3 AAA baticries & a ponton 38 MR prob train- Pi-tsun Army Barracks 23.2300N Prob A prob tank regt located here:
co have been observed; ing unit AL-3/W 113-07-50E ‘ FA, AAA, CSA-1, & poss
sufficient facs in & chemical decontamination equip-
around Chongzuo exist 10 house at ment have been observed here
least 1 inf regt; cart in the past
grading & building const
have been observed
L2
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FIGURE 2. LOCATION OF GUANGZHOU MILITARY REGION HEADQUARTERS AND INDEPENDENT UNITS
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Table 2.

Guangzhou Military Region 41st Army Units

(Items keyed to Figure 3)

This table in its entirety is classified TOP SECRET RL Fﬂ‘

Function Out of
Item  Unit Name Geographic BE No (Photo Garrison Remarks
Coordinates Assessed) During
Incursion
41st army hq Fengshan Army Hq & 24-34-18N Conf Yes
Barracks NE AL-1,/P 109-18-20E
2 144th arty regt Fengshan Army Hq Barracks 24-34-18N Conf Yes
NE AL-1/P 109-18-20E
3 Unid AAA regt Sha-pu-hsu Army Barracks 24-38-10N Conf Yes This regt was not observed
NE AL-1/W 109-20-38E out of garrison during
this year's unnual AAA
exercise at Beibo
4 121st inf div hq Guilin Inf Div Hq & Army 25-10-22N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1/P 110-19-45E
5 361stinf regt Guilin Inf Div Hg & Army 25-10-22N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1/P 110-19-4SE
6 362d inf regt Guilin Inf Div Hqg & Army 25-10-22N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1 110-19-45E
7 363d inf regt Guilin Inf Div Hg & Army 25-10-22N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1/P 110-19-4SE
8 501t arty regt Guilin Inf Div Hg & Army 25-10-22N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1 110-19-45E
9 Unid tank regt Guilin Inf Div Hq & Army 25-10-22N Prob Yes
Barracks AL-1/P 110-19-4SE
10 122d inf div hq Chikan Inf Div Hq & 21-17-29N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1/P 110-16-22
I Unid AAA bn Zhanjiang Army Barracks AL-5  21-12-30N Conf Yes
110-23-00E
12 364th inf regt Zhanjiang Army Barracks West  21-09-20N Conf Unk Many bldgs huve recently
AL-2/P 110-15-30N been constructed here
13 365th inf regt Guanhu Army Barracks 21-23-35N Conf Yes
AL-1/W 110-21-22E
14 366th inf regt Hsi-pai-wei Army Barracks 2]-13-38N Conf Yes
S AL I/W 110-11-06E
15 502d arty regt Suixi Army Barracks 21-18-45N Conf Yes
S AL-1/P 110-14-47E
16 123d inf div hg Guixian Army Barracks & 23-07-00N Conf Yes
Inf Div Hq AL-1/P 109-38-15E
17 367th inf regt Guixian Army Barracks & Inf 23-07-00N Conf Yes
Div Hq AL-1/P 109-38-15E
18 368th inf regt Guixian Army Barracks & Inf 23-07-00N Conf Yes
Div Hq AL-1,P 109-38-15E
19 369th inf regt Guixian Army Barracks & Inf 23-07-00N Conf Yes
Div Hq AL-1,P 109-38-1SE
20 503d arty regt Guixian Army Barracks & Inf 23-07-00N Conf Yes
Div Hq AL-1/P 109-38-15E

Locations of infantry regiments within divisions are interchangeable.
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Table 3.
Guangzhou Military Region 42d Army Units
(Items keyed to Figure 4)

This table in its entirety is classified TOP SECRET RL ff:|

Function Out of
Item  Unit Name Geographic BE No (Photo Garrison Remarks
Coordinates Assessed) During
Incursion
1 42d army hq Huizhou Army Hq & Barracks ~ 23-05-22N Conf Yes
AL-1/P 114-23-21E
2 145th arty regt Ni-keng Army Barracks 22-57-13N Conf Yes
AL-1/W 114-06-44E
3 67th AAA regt Li-lin-hsu Army Barracks 22-58-17N Conf Yes A slot rest acquisition radar
AL-1/W 114-18-39E was observed here on\_‘
this regt
apparently participated in
the annual AAA exercise at
Beibo; however by
only the 37mm AA guns
had returned
4 124th inf div hq Changning Inf Div Hg & 23-14-S8N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-6/P 114-02-35E
N 370th inf regt Changning Army Barracks 23-13-2IN Conf Yes
AL-1/P 114-01-46E
6 371st inf regt Changning Inf Div Hq & 23-14-58N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-6/P 114-02-35E
7 372d inf regt Changning Army Barracks 23-13-18N Conf Yes
AL-2/P 114-02-24E
8 504th arty regt Changning Army Barracks 23-15-44N Conf Yes
AL-5/P 114-04-34E
9 329th tank regt Changning Army Barracks 23-14-05N Conf Yes 24 tanks were
AL-4/P 114-03-37E observed entering the
fac on
10 125th inf div hg Zhangmutou Inf Div Hg 22-53-37N Conf Yes
& Barracks AL-1/P 114-01-07E
11 Unid AAA bn Tien-hsin Army Barracks 22-53-50N Conf Yes
AL-1/W 113-59-10E
12 Unid engr bn Zhangmutou Inf Div Hq & 22-53-37N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1/P 114-01-07E
13 373d inf regt Xinxu Army Barracks AL-1/P  22-50-26N Prob Unk Generally very low level of
114-19-24E activity observed here:
poss only regt hq &
1 bn are active
14 374th inf regt Nui-ti-pu Military Barracks/W  22-39-58N Prob Unk
114-00-22E
15 37th inf regt Tien-hsin Army Barracks 22-49-50N Prob Yes Poss only 2 bns here
AL-4/W 113-57-51E with the third bn at
Zhangmutou Inf Div Hq
& Bks AL-1
16 S0Sth arty regt Tien-hsin Army Barracks 22-50-39N Conf Yes
AL-3/W 114-00-34E
17 Elements 505th Tien-hsin Army Barracks 22-47-46N Prob Yes
arty regt SWAL-5/W 113-57-36E
18 126th inf div hq Caoshi Army Barracks 26-22-36N Conf Yes
AL-1/W 112-48-52E
19 376th inf regt Caoshi Army Barracks AL-1/P  26-11-12N Conf Yes
112-48-52E
20 377th inf regt Caoshi Army Barracks AL-1/P  26-22-12N Conf Yes
112-48-52E
21 378th inf regt Leiyang Army Barracks WSW  26-24-57N Prob Yes This regt may be garrisoned
AL-1/P 112-50-20E here or poss with the
best of the div at
Caoshi Army Bks AL-1
22 506th arty regt Caoshi Army Barracks 26-22-12N Conf Yes
AL-1/P 112-48-82E

Locations of infantry regiments within divisions are interchangeable.
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Table 4.
Guangzhou Military Region $5th Army Units
(Items keyed to Figure 5)
This table in its entirety is classified TOP SECRET RL H"—‘ 25)(1
Function Out of
Item Unit Name Geographic BE No (Photo Garrison Remarks
Coordinates Assessed) During
[ncursion
S&th army hg Chaoan Army Hq & Army 23-41-08N Conf Yes 25X1
Barracks AL-1/P 116-37-17E
2 Elements unid engr Chaoan Army Hg & Army 23-41-08N Prob Yes Two BMK powerboats have
bn Barracks AL-1 116-37-17E been observed on numerous
occusions
3 158th arty regt Chaoan Army Barracks E 23-40-39N Conf Yes This regt may also have been
AL-2/P 116-40-S8E out of garrison between 265X1
4 Unid AAA regt Pu-tou-fou Army Barracks 23-37-50N Conf Yes This regt has been out of
AL-1/W 116-46-31E garrison since, & 25X1
prob participated in the
annual AAA exercise at
Beibo
5 163d inf div hq Keng-wei N AL-1 & Hq 23-38-15N Conf Yes
Inf Div/W 116-19-10E
6 487th inf regt Keng-wei N AL-1 & Hq 23-35-15N Conf Yes
Inf Div,W 116-19-10E
7 4881h inf regt Keng-wei N AL-1 & Hgq 23-35-15N Conf Yes
Inf/W 116-19-10E
8 480tk inf regt Hongyang Army Barracks SW 23-24-50N Conf Yes
AL-1/P 116-10-40E
9 4434 arty regt Hsi-chang Army Barracks 23-35-05N Conf Yes
AL-1/W 116-21-12E
10 164th inf div hq Shantou Inf Div Hg & Army 23-26-2SN Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1/P 116-35-32E
1 Elements engr Shantou [nf Div Hq & Army 23.26-25N Conf Yes
bn Barracks AL-1,P 116-35-32E
12 490th inf regt Shantou Inf Div Hq & Army 23-26-25N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1,/P 116-35-32
13 49 (st inf regt Shantou Inf Div Hq & Army 23-26-25N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1 176-35-32E
14 4924 inf regt Shantou Inf Div Hq & Army 23-26-25N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1 116-35-32E
is 4441h arty regt Shantou Inf Div Hq & Army 23-26-47N Conf Yes
Barracks AL-1 116-35-32E
16 Unid tank regt Zhanji Army Barracks 23-42-46N Conf Yes
AL-1/P 116-52-S7E
17 165th inf div hgq Hao-shih Army Barracks & 24-01-12N Conf Yes
Inf Div Hq AL-1/W 115-22-28E
18 493d inf regt Hao-shih Army Barracks 24-00-51N Conf Unk
AL-3/P 115-27-30E
19 494th inf regt Kao-chang-shia Army Barracks ~ 24-04-50N Conf Yes
N AL-1/W* 115-22-20E
20 495th inf regt Hao-shih Army Barracks NW 24-01-08N Conf Yes
AL-2/W 115-20-13E
21 445th arty regt Kao-chang-hsia Army Barracks ~ 24-03-52N Conf Yes
AL-2/W 115-20-21E
Locations of infantry regiments within divisions are interchangeable
.8 -
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Table S.

Top Secret RUFF| |

Probable Army on Hainan Island Guangzhou Military Region

(Items keyed to Figure 6)

This table in its eniirety is classified TOP SECRET RUFF

Geographic Function
Item Unit Name Coordinates BE No (Photo Remarks
Assessed)
| Army hg Jiuzhou Army Barracks 19-44-50N Poss
AL-2/P 110-25-25E
2 Arty regt Jiuzhou Army Barracks 19-45-58N Conf
AL-1/P 110-24-14E
3 AAA regt Jiuzhou Army Barracks 19-44-50N Conf
AL-2/P 110-25-25E
4 Treadway co Jiuzhou Army Barracks 19-44-30N Prob
NW/P 110-23-40E
S Inf div hq Longtang Army Barracks SW  19-21-22N Prob
AL-3/P 110-09-58E
6 Inf regt Tunchang Inf Div Hg & 19-22-30N Prob
Army Barracks AL-1/P 110-06-35E
7 Inf regt Tunchang Army Barracks SE  19-19-57N Conf
AL-3/P 110-06-02E
8 Inf regt Tunchang Army Barracks N 19-23-34N Conf
AL-2/P 110-05-29E
9 Arly regt Longtang Army Barracks 19-23-29N Conf
NW AL-2/P 110-10-12E
10(a) Tank regt Tunchang Army Barracks N 19-23-34N Conf Facs exist 10 house | tank bn |
AL-2 110-05-29E confirmed & 27
prob tanks have been observed
10 (b) Tank regt Longtang Army Barracks i9-23-29N Conf Facs exist to house 2 tank
NW AL-2/P 110-11-12E bns: usually 3-5 tanks are observed
training
1 Motor transport unit Longtang Army Barracks W 19-23-05N Prob Four prob M1967 APC have been
AL-1 110-11-50E observed here; this fac wus
originally designed to house a
tank /assault gun regt
12 Inf div hq Tung-chia Army Barracks 18-44- 14N Conf
AL-1/W 109-35-28E
13 AAA bn Tung-chia Army Barracks 18-44- 14N Conf
AL-1/W 109-35-28E
14 Inf regt Tung-shih Army Barracks/W  18-45-10N Conf
109-29-25E
15 Inf regt Baoting Army Barracks/P 18-37-20N Conf
109-36-50E
16 Inf regt Tung-chia Army Barracks/W  18-45-05N Poss
109-39-40E
7 Arty regt Tung-shih Army Barracks 18-45-37N Conf
AL-1/W 109-32-12E
18 Arty regt Yulin Army Barracks 18-20-28N Poss 12 veh/equip stor bldg & an
AL-2/P 109-37-31E arty minjature firing range have
been recently added to this fuc
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